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Dear Beachwood Families,

Funding for education has been a widely-debated topic in the past 15 months. During this 
time, teachers, staff and administrators in school districts across the state have accepted 
contracts that include major concessions with respect to compensation and benefits.

Beachwood is not immune to the need to be fiscally prudent. After our administrators and 
supervisors led the way initially by accepting pay freezes in September 2011, the Beachwood 
Board of Education began negotiating with the three unions that represent the teachers, 
support staff, and educational interpreters on new labor agreements.

The result of this collaborative process is that during the past year, the Board agreed to 
new contracts with all three unions, resulting in genuine savings to our school district. 
Terms of these agreements include one-year pay freezes, lower salary rates for new employees, 
and significant decreases in the schedule of pay raises. They also include greater employee 
contributions to their health care plan benefits.

The health care plan savings to the district for the first year alone is $450,788, while the 
savings from teaching staff salaries and benefits total $330,282. The total savings to the 
community just through Fiscal Year 2013 is projected to be more than $900,000. Savings 
in future years will also approach those figures.

When Beachwood’s last operating levy passed in 2005, the Board predicted and publicized 
that it would request another levy in 2008. However, there still has not been an operating 
levy on the ballot since 2005. Your Board of Education, in partnership with the administration, 
has been an excellent steward of the school district’s finances. This stewardship is evidenced 
by these savings realized with our staff and more than $5 million in operating efficiencies 
and cost reductions in recent years – mostly in non-instructional areas.

We are grateful to our staff, administrators, union members and negotiating teams for the 
truly cooperative nature of their respective recent negotiations and for helping our 
community manage the realities of the economy and challenges facing funding for public 
education. Our staff are not only partners in the success of our children, but in our community’s 
financial and overall health, as well.

On behalf of the Board of Education, we thank you – the community – for your continued 
support of our children and our schools.

Dr. Brian Weiss, President
   Beachwood Board of Education

A home literacy workshop for 
Beachwood parents of preschool-age 

children to Kindergartners

Dinner provided. No children please.

B e a c h w o o d 
students and 
their teachers 
demonstrated 
how they use 
technology to 
enhance their 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
experiences in 
the classroom during Tech Night last 
month. Pictured, senior Samantha 
Cassara, demonstrates the eClicker app 
on her iPad, an application that allows 
teachers to poll students on the spot 
during class to be sure they are grasping 
the content.

Early Literacy Parent Night

Thursday, November 8
7 pm at Fairmount School

24601 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood

Beachwood reading specialists, librarians 
and preschool teachers will present:

Message From the Board of Education

 Michele Mills, Treasurer
 Beachwood City School Distric

Dr. Richard A. Markwardt, Superintendent
Beachwood City School District

• Building a literacy-rich home
• Books and resources for parents

• Phonemic awareness
• Think aloud – Read aloud

• Literacy apps and gift ideas for holidays
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Fourteen Beachwood seniors - more than 10 percent of the senior class - have earned 
honors in the 2013 National Merit Scholarship Program. About 1.5 million juniors in more 
than 22,000 high schools entered the 2013 National Merit Scholarship Program by taking 
the 2011 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

Six Beachwood students have been named National Merit Semifinalists: Maxwell Barnett, 
Ilana Blumin, Wooyoung Lee, Aaron Shifrin, James Starkman and Erlein Tacastacas. The 
16,000 semifinalists nationwide represent less than 1 percent of high school seniors who 
earned this honor. They are expected to advance as finalists and compete for more than 
$32 million in National Merit Scholarships that will be offered in the spring.

Six Beachwood students were named National Merit Commended Students: Elizabeth 
Bream, Robert Kaufman, Jake Lowenkamp, Jon Sender, Julia Winkeler, and Max 
Yanowitz. These are students who placed among the top five percent of the 1.5 million 
students nationwide.

Also, Toni Nicholas and Nick Greene were named National Achievement Outstanding 
Participants, a distinction honoring outstanding Black American high school students.

Senior Jessica Gill made the final round in Humorous Interpretation 
at the Yale Invitational speech and debate tournament in 
September. She was the highest ranked female in the tournament, 
finishing fourth overall. In the Congressional Debate category, 
junior Varun Jambunath made the semifinal round, while senior 
Beth Moses made the final round and placed 10th in a field of 
more than 140 debaters.

School districts across the state of Ohio 
participate in an effort to identify, locate, 
and evaluate all children from birth 
through 21 years of age who may have 
disabilities. Disability, in this instance, 
means such conditions as hearing 
impairments, visual impairments, speech 
or language impairments, specific learning 
disabilities, emotional disabilities, cognitive 
disabilities, multiple disabilities, other 
health impairments, physical impairments, 
autism, and traumatic brain injury.

Public schools have responded vigorously 
to federal and state mandates requiring 
the provision of a free appropriate public 
education regardless of a child’s disabilities. 
But before school districts can serve 
children, they must be found. Many 
children with disabilities are not visible 
because they do not function in the 
mainstream of the community, such as 
children who are homeless and children 
of migrant families. Also, many unidentified 
children with disabilities are preschoolers. 
Parents may not be aware their child has 
a disability or that there are programs and 
services available.

School districts are interested in meeting 
the needs of children with disabilities. For 
more detailed information about our 
Search for Children with Disabilities, 
please visit www.beachwoodschools.org, 
or if you have or know of a child who may 
have a disability, call (216) 464-2600, ext. 
235 for more information and help.

Beachwood Bistro Now Open
Beachwood High School’s award-winning Beachwood Bistro is 
now open. The restaurant is run by students of Beachwood High 
School’s Excel TECC Culinary Arts program, which offers training in 
food-related occupations to students with an interest and aptitude 
for the food service industry.

The Beachwood Bistro is open most Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays from 11 am - 12:30 pm during the school year, and is located inside Beachwood High 
School, 25100 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood.

You may view the menu at www.beachwoodschools.org/bistro.aspx. Reservations are 
suggested by calling (216) 831-2080, ext. 232.

Speech & Debate Teams Members Place at Yale14 Students Earn National Merit RecognitionPublic Notice: 
Search for Children 

with Disabilities

BHS guidance counselor Carolyn Beeler is a 2012 recipient of 
the Yale Educator Award, which recognizes educators who inspire 
and support their students. She was nominated by Yale freshman 
Scott Remer (BHS ‘12).

Beachwood Schools media specialists Jennifer Flaherty (Vice 
President) and Angela Maxwell (Northeast Region) were selected 
to serve on the board of the Ohio Educational Library Media 
Association.

Staff Honors

Jennifer Flaherty Angela Maxwell

After five years of success, Beachwood’s Marketing & Junior 
Achievement students have engaged in “disruptive innovation” by 
intentionally transforming their annual The Green Dream Eco-
Friendly Showcase.

This year’s Entrovation 2013 Showcase will be a tradeshow of 
innovative entrepreneurs who are thinking outside of the box in 
delivering new customer products, services, and experiences.                   
It will be held April 19, 2013, at the Beachwood Community 
Center, 12 – 7 pm.

Entrovation (pronounced: ahn-tro-vey-shun) is the intersection of 
entrepreneurship and innovation.  The revamped event expands 
the principles of sustainability, health and wellness that built The 
Green Dream to include entrepreneurs, businesses, and 
organizations that are engaged in innovative business practices.  
Entrovation 2013 will be an opportunity for nearly 150 businesses 
to network with thousands of people from Northeast Ohio.  The 
students feel that entrepreneurship and innovation are the key 
principles to success in the American economic and educational 
systems.

T h e  M a r k e t i n g / J u n i o r 
Achievement students seek 
exhibitors and sponsors.  
Sponsorships that include exhibit 
space range between $1,000 - 
$6,500, while booths cost between 
$175-300. Sponsorship and 
exhibitor information will be 
available on www.entrovation.com.

Twenty-five students from Beachwood, Brush, Mayfield, and Solon 
High Schools comprise the Marketing Program. Contact Mr. Greg 
Perry at gwp@beachwoodschools.org, for more information.

Entrovation: 
The Green Dream’s New Dream
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